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CHARTERED 1 693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYrHE LAW LIBRARY

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

February 25, 1986

Ms. Ma rgarette M. Dye
Library
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
133 Peachtree Street, N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Ms. Dye:
Please find enclosed three proposals from the Committee on the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Southeastern Chapter of the American
Association of Law Libraries.
I want to thank Susan Roach and Bruce
Johnson who served on this Committee for their willing cooperation and
strong assistance in the final outcome.
The purpose of the three proposals are as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of dues of
three months after the mailing date of the dues notice.
Proposal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are six separate changes needed in the Constitution and Bylaws. The first relates to Article V, Section l
where the change is simply to split the two positions. Article V,
Section 3 relates to filling an office that has become vacant. Here
again, the change was to split the office of secretary/treasurer.
Article III, Section l(a) of the Bylaws needs to be changed with respect
to the activities of the Nominating Committee. Here again, the distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III, Section 2 of the
Bylaws involves the process for election. It should be noted that in
the past, the secretary/treasurer was elected on even-numbered years.
Wi th the passage of this amendment, which again simply splits the
secretary/treasurer's position, we will be on track with the current
election process. Articles IV and V of the Bylaws need clarificatidn as
to the duties of the secretary/treasurer. We have taken the treasurer
out of both articles.
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure for mail
ballots. This can be effectuated by adding a new Article IV, Section
3. The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots immediately
following a meeting where the amendments were discussed or 30 days after
notice of the proposed amendments has been mailed to the membership.
The Executive Board will be given the power to specify the time for
closing the ballots provided that it shall in no case be less than 30
days after the mailing of the ballots. Article IV, Section 2 needs the
addition of the provision regarding mail ballots for amendments.
I wish to thank the Committee again and hope we will encounter no problem
in submitting this material to the membership in time for a vote at the
Charlottesville meeting.

Sincerely,

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enclosure
cc:

Susan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EPE/cbp

CHARTERED 1693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYrnE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG , VIRGINIA 23185

February 25, 1986

Professor Edwin M. Schroeder
Florida State University
College of Law Library
Tallahassee, Florida 32306

Dear Professor Schroeder:
Please find enclosed three proposals from the Committee on the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Southeastern Chapter of the American
Association of Law Libraries. I want to thank Susan Roach and Bruce
Johnson who served on this Committee for their willing cooperation and
strong assistance in the final outcome.
The purpose of the three proposals are as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of dues of
three months after the mailing date of the dues notice.
Proposal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are six separate changes needed in the Constitution and Bylaws. The first relates to Article V, Section 1
where the change is simply to split the two positions. Article V,
Section 3 relates to filling an office that has become vacant. Here
again, the change was to split the office of secretary/treasurer.
Article III, Section l(a) of the Bylaws needs to be changed with respect
to the activities of the Nominating Committee. Here again, the distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III, Section 2 of the
By laws involves the process for election.
It should be noted that in
t~e past, the secretary/treasurer was elected on even-numbered years.
With the passage of this amendment, which again simply splits the
secretary/treasurer's position, . we will be on track with the current
election process. Articles IV and V of the Bylaws need clarification as
to the duties of the secretary/treasurer. We have taken the treasurer
out of both articles.
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure for mail
ballots. This can be effectuated by adding a new Article IV, Section
3. The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots immediately
following a meeting where _the amendments were discussed or 30 days after
notice of the proposed amendments has been mailed to the membership.
The Executive Board will be given the power to specify the time for
closing the ballots provided that it shall in no case be less than 30
days after the mailing of the ballots. Article IV, Section 2 needs the
addition of the provision regarding mail ballots for amendments.
I wish to thank the Committee again and hope we will encounter no problem
in submitting this material to the membership in time for a vote at the
Charlottesville meeting.

Sincerely,

~~~
Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enclosure
cc:

Susan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EPE/cbp

CHARTERED I 693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYTHE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

February 25, 1986

Professor Richard A. Danner
Duke University Law Library
Durham, North Carolina 27706

Dear Professor Danner:
Please find enclosed three proposals from the Committee on the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Southeastern Chapter of the American
Association of Law Libraries. I want to thank Susan Roach and Bruce
Johnson who served on this Committee for their willing cooperation and
strong assistance in the final outcome.
The purpose of the three proposals are as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of dues of
three months after the mailing date of the dues notice.
Proposal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are six separate changes needed in the Constitution and Bylaws. The first relates to Article V, Section 1
where the change is simply to split the two positions. Article V,
Section 3 relates to filling an office that has become vacant. Here
again, the change was to split the office of secretary/treasurer.
Article III, Section l(a) of the Bylaws needs to be changed with respect
to the activities of the Nominating Committee. Here again, the distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III, Section 2 of the
Bylaws involves the process for election. It should be noted that in
the past, the secretary/treasurer was elected on even-numbered years.
With the passage of this amendment, which again simply splits the
secretary/treasurer's position, we will be on track with the current
election process. Articles IV and V of the Bylaws need clarification as
to the duties of the secretary/treasurer. We have taken the treasurer
out of both articles.
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure for mail
ballots. This can be effectuated by adding a new Article IV, Section
3. The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots immediately
following a meeting where _the amendments were discussed or 30 days after
notice of the proposed amendments has been mailed to the membership.
The Executive Board will be given the power to specify the time for
closing the ballots provided that it shall in no case be less than 30
days after the mailing of the ballots. Article IV, Section 2 needs the
addition of the provision regarding mail ballots for amendments.
I wish to thank the Committee again and hope we will encounter no problem
in submitting this material to the membership in time for a vote at the
Charlottesville meeting.

Sincerely,

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enclosure
cc:

Susan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EPE/cbp

~
~

CHARTERED 1693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYfHE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

Ms.
Law
100
301
New

February 25, 1986

Carol D. Billings
Library of Louisiana
Supreme Court Building
Loyola Avenue
Orleans, Louisiana 70112

Dear Ms. Billings:
Please find enclosed three proposals from the Committee on the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Southeastern Chapter of the American
Association of Law Libraries .
I want to thank Susan Roach and Bruce
Johnson who served on this Committee for their willing cooperation and
strong assistance in the final outcome.
The purpose of the three proposals are as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of dues of
three months after the mailing date of the dues notice.
Prop osal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are six separate changes needed in the Constitution and Bylaws . The first relates to Article V, Section 1
where the change is simply to split the two positions. Article V,
Section 3 relates to filling an office that has become vacant. Here
again, the change was to split the office of secretary/treasurer.
Article III, Section l(a) of the Bylaws needs to be changed with respect
to the activities of the Nominating Committee . Here again, the distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III, Section 2 of the
Bylaws involves the process for election. It should be noted that in
the past, the secretary/treasurer was elected on even-numbered years.
With the passage of this amendment, which again simply splits the
secretary/treasurer's position, we will be on track with the current
election process. Articles IV and V of the Bylaws need clarification as
to the duties of the secretary/treasurer. We have taken the treasurer
out of both articles.
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure for mail
ballots. This can be effectuated by adding a new Article IV, Section
3. The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots immediately
following a meeting where the amendments were discussed or 30 days after
notice of the proposed amendments has been mailed to the membership.
The Executive Board will be given the power to specify the time for
closing the ballots provided that it shall in no case be less than 30
days after the mailing of the ballots. Article IV, Section 2 needs the
addition of the provision regarding mail ballots for amendments.
I wish to thank the Committee again and hope we will encounter no problem
in submitting this material to the membership in time for a vote at the
Charlottesville meeting.

Sincerely,

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enclosure
cc:

Susan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EPE/cbp

·.J. '

CHARTERED 169:S

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYrnE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

Ms. Susan S. Roach
Navy Judge Advocate
General Law Library
200 Stovall Street
Alexandria, Virginia
Re:

February 25, 1986

22332

Constitution and ByLaws of the
Southeastern Chapter of AALL

Dear Susan:
I have enclosed a copy of the proposed amendments to the
Constitution and Bylaws along with a copy of the letter which I
mailed to members of the Executive Board. Thank you for your
participation.

Sincerely,

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian
Enclosures
EPE/cbp

_iJ _ _")
'··... ...
'

CHARTERED 1 693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYI1--IE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

February 25, 1986

Professor Bruce S. Johnson
University of South Carolina
Coleman Karesh -Law Library
Columbia, South Carolina 29208
Re:

Constitution and ByLaws of the
Southeastern Chapter of AALL

Dear Bruce:
I have enclosed a copy of the proposed amendments to the
Constitution and Bylaws along with a copy of the letter which I
mailed to members of the Executive Board. Thank you for your
participation.

Sincerely,

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian
Enclosures
EPE/cbp

CHARTERED I 693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYTHE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

March 6, 1986

Ms. Margarette M. Dye
Library
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
133 Peachtree Street, N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Ms. Dye:
In response to our conference call of Friday, February 28, I would
like to amend the statement of the purpose of the three proposals to read
as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of
dues of three months after the mailing date of the dues
notice.
Proposal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are five separate changes needed in the
Constitution and Bylaws. The first relates to Article V,
Section 1 where the change is simply to split the two
positions. Article V, Section 3, relates to filling an office
that has become vacant. Here again, the change was to split
the office of secretary/treasurer. Article -111, Section l(a)
of the Bylaws needs to be changed with respect to the
activities of the Nominating Committee. Here again, the
distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III,
Section 2 of the Bylaws involves the process for election. It
should be noted that in the past, the secretary/treasurer was
elected on even-numbered years.
With the passage of this
1
amendment, which again simply splits the secretary/treasur~r s
position, ! we will be on track with the current election
process. Articles V of the Bylaws relating to the specific
duties of the secretary and needs of the AALL main office has
been deleted as being unnecessary and too specific with
respect to this one specific office.
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure
for mail ballots. Section 1 has been changed to delete
information relative to amendments being discussed only at
meetings. Section 2 has been amended to add language regarding mail ballots in the section concerning the number of
votes to pass an amendment. This section will then be
renumbered as Section 3 to allow for the insertion of a new
Section 2 which establishes the procedure for Bylaw changes.
The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots
immediately following a meeting where the amendments were
discussed or 30 days after notice of a proposed amendment has
been mailed to the membership . The Executive Board will be
given the power to specify the time for closing the balloting
provided that it shall in no case be less than 30 days after
the mailing of the ballots. The last item with this proposal
is to renumber Section 3 to Section 4.

I want to thank everyone for their effort on Friday afternoon and I
look forward to seeing all of you in Charlottesville.

Sincerely,

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enclosure
cc:

Susan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EPE/cbp

CHARTERED 1 693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYTHE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG , VIRGINIA 23185

March 6, 1986

Professor Edwin M. Schroeder
Florida State University
College of Law Library
Tallahassee, Florida 32306

Dear Professor Schroeder:
In response to our conference call of Friday, February 28, I would
like to amend the statement of the purpose of the three proposals to read
as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of
dues of three months after the mailing date of the dues
notice.
Proposal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are five separate changes needed in the
Constitution and Bylaws. The first relates to Article V,
Section 1 where the change is simply to split the two
positions. Article V, Section 3, relates to filling an office
that has become vacant. Here again, the change was to split
the office of secretary/treasurer. Article III, Section l(a)
of the Bylaws needs to be changed with respect to the
activities of the Nominating Committee. Here again, the
distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III,
Section 2 of the Bylaws involves the process for election.
It
should be noted that in the past, the secretary/treasurer was
elected on even-numbered years. With the passage of this
amendment, which again simply splits the secretary/treasurer's
position, .we will be on track with the current election
process. Articles V of the Bylaws relating to the specific
duties of the secretary and needs of the AALL main office has
been deleted as beirtg unnecessary and too specific with
respect to this one specific office.
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure
for mail ballots. Section 1 has been changed to delete
information relative to amendments being discussed only at
meetings.
Section 2 has been amended to add language regarding mail ballots in the section concerning the number of
votes to pass an amendment. This section will then be
renumbered as Section 3 to allow for the insertion of a new
Section 2 which establishes the procedure for Bylaw changes.
The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots
immediately following a meeting where the amendments were
discussed or 30 days after notice of a proposed amendment has
been mailed to the membership. The Executive Board will be
given the power to specify the time for closing the balloting
provided that it shall in no case be less than 30 days after
the mailing of the ballots. The last item with this proposal
is to renumber Section 3 to Section 4.

I want to thank everyone for their effort on Friday afternoon and I
look forward to seeing all of you in Charlottesville.

Sincerely,

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enc lo sure
cc:

Susan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EPE/cbp

CHARTERED I 693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYTI-IE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185

tfarch 6, 1986

Ms.
Law
100
301
New

Carol D. Billings
Library of Louisiana
Supreme Court Building
Loyola Avenue
Orleans, Louisiana 70112

Dear Ms. Billings:
In response to our conference call of Friday, February 28, I would
like to amend the statement of the purpose of the three proposals to read
as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of
dues of three months after the mailing date of the dues
notice.
Proposal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are five separate changes needed in the
Constitution and Bylaws. The first relates to Article V,
Section 1 where the change is simply to split the two
positions. Article V, Section 3, relates to filling an office
that has become vacant. Here again, the change was to split
the office of secretary/treasurer. Article III, Section l(a)
of the Bylaws needs to be changed ~ith respect to the
activities of the Nominating Committee. Here again, the
distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III,
Section 2 of the Bylaws involves the process for election.
It
should be noted that in the past, the secretary/treasurer was
elected on even-numbered years.
With the passage of this
amendment·~ which again simply splits the secretary/treasurer's
position, we will be on track with the current election
process. Articles V of the Bylaws relating to the specific
duties of the secretary and needs of the AALL main office has
been deleted as being unnecessary and too specific with
respect to this one specific office.
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure
for mail ballots. Section 1 has been changed to delete
information relative to amendments being discussed only at
meetings. Section 2 has been amended to add language regarding mail ballots in the section concerning the number of
votes to pass an amendment. This section will then be
renumbered as Section 3 to allow for the insertion of a new
Section 2 which establishes the procedure for Bylaw changes.
The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots
immediately following a meeting where the amendments were
discussed or 30 days after notice of a proposed amendment has
been mailed to the membership. The Executive Board will be
given the power to specify the time for closing the balloting
provided that it shall in no case be less than 30 days after
the mailing of the ballots. The last item with this proposal
is to renumber Section 3 to Section 4.

I want to thank everyone for their effort on Friday afternoon and I
look forward to seeing all of you in Charlottesville.

Sincerely,

2f ~-/~

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enclosure
cc:

Susan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EPE/cbp

CHARTERED I 693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYTHE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG , VlRGINIA 23185

March 6, 1986

Professor Richard A. Danner
Duke University Law Library
Durham, North Carolina 27706

Dear Professor Danner:
In response to our conference call of Friday, February 28, I would
like to amend the statement of the purpose of the three proposals to read
as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of
dues of three months after the mailing date of the dues
notice.
Proposal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are five separate changes needed in the
Constitution and Bylaws. The first relates to Article V,
Section 1 where the change is simply to split the two
positions. Article V, Section 3, relates to filling an office
that has become vacant. Here again, the change was to split
the office of secretary/treasurer. Article III, Section l(a)
of the Bylaws needs to be changed with respect to the
activities of the Nominating Committee. Here again, the
distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III,
Section 2 of the Bylaws involves the process for election. It
should be noted that in the past, the secretary/treasurer was
elected on even-numbered years. With the passage of this
amendment, which again simply splits the secretary/treasurer's
position, we will be on track with the current election
process. : Articles V of the Bylaws relating to the specific
duties of the secretary and needs of the AALL main office has
been deleted as being unnecessary and too specific with
respect to this one specific office •

..
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure
for mail ballots. Section 1 has been changed to delete
information relative to amendments being discussed only at
meeting s. Section 2 has been amended to add language regarding mail ballots in the section concerning the number of
votes to pass an amendmeni. This section will then be
renumbered as Section 3 to allow for the insertion of a new
Section 2 which establishes the procedure for Bylaw changes.
The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots
immediately following a meeting where the amendments were
discussed or 30 days after notice of a proposed amendment has
been mailed to the membership. The Executive Board will be
given the power to specify the time for closing the balloting
provided that it shall in no case be less than 30 days after
the mailing of the ballots. The last item with this proposal
is to renumber Section 3 to Section 4.

I want to thank everyone for their effort on Friday afternoon and I
look forward to seeing all of you in Charlottesville.

Sincerely,

2j {R_-J--

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enclosure
cc:

S usan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EP E/ cbp

--

-

-

-

-- ---- ·--

-- -

CHARTERED 1 693

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
MARSHALL-WYrHE LAW LIBRARY
WILLIAMSBURG , VTRGINIA 23185

March 6, 1986

Ms. Hazel Johnson
Smith & Hulsey
1800 Florida National Bank Tower
225 Water Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

Dear Ms. Johnson:
In response to our conference call of Friday, February 28, I would
like to amend the statement of the purpose of the three proposals to read
as follows:
Proposal One establishes a cut-off date for non-payment of
dues of three months after the mailing date of the dues
notice.
Proposal Two relates to splitting the offices of secretary and
treasurer. There are five separate changes needed in the
Constitution and Bylaws. The first relates to Article V,
Section 1 where the change is simply to split the two
positions. Article V, Section 3, relates to filling an office
that has become vacant. Here again, the change was to split
the office of secretary/treasurer. Article III, Section l(a)
of the Bylaws needs to be changed with respect to the
activities of the Nominating Committee. Here again, the
distinction is to create two separate positions. Article III,
Section 2 of the Bylaws involves the process for election.
It
should be noted that in the past, the secretary/ treasurer was
elected on even-numbered years. With the passage of this
amendment, which again simply splits the secretary/treasurer's
position, .we will be on track w{th the current election
process. Articles V of the Bylaws relating to the specific
duties of the secretary and needs of the AALL main office has
been deleted · as being unnecessary and too specific with
respect to this one specific office.
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Proposal Three involves the need in the Bylaws for a procedure
for mail ballots. Section 1 has been changed to delete
information relative to amendments being discussed only at
meetings . Section 2 has been amended to add langua ge regarding mail ballo ts in the section concerning the number of
votes to pass an amendment. This section will then be
renumbered as Section 3 to allow for the insertion of a new
Section 2 which establishes the procedure for Bylaw changes.
The procedure allows for the secretary to mail ballots
immediately following a meeting where the amendments were
discussed or 30 days after notice of a proposed amendment has
been mailed to the membership.
The -Executive Board will be
given the power to specify the time for closing the balloting
provided that it shall in no case be less than 30 days after
the mailing of the ballots. The last item with this proposal
is to renumber Section 3 to Section 4 .

I want to thank everyone for their effort on Friday afternoon and I
look forward to seeing all of you in Charlottesville.

Sincerely,

Ed Edmonds
Law Librarian

Enclosure
cc:

Susan Roach
Bruce Johnson

EPE/cbp

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
O FFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
200 STO VALL STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332

IN REPLY REFER TO

Code 64.31: SSR:sr
February 12, 1986

Bruce S. Johnson
Law Librarian
University of South Carolina
Columbia, s.c. 28209

Mr .

~..,.
•

Tiear bruce,

Enclosed is a copy of the letter I sent Ed Edrronds with the
prop:>sed language regarding spllitting the jobs of secretary and
treasurer . I regret not having the presence of mind to send you the
language when I sent it to ill. And please overlook the language of the
first sentence of the letter, where I made a partial correction along
the way and m:maged to not nake the whole one. Consequently it reads
rather oddly at best. I didn 't discover it till it had already gone out
in the mail .
If you have any corrents, I'd love to hear.
Sincerely yours,
./cc: Ed Edrronds

~

Susan S. Roach
Reference & Catalog
Librarian

--

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
200 STO VALL STREET
ALEXANDR I A, VA 22332

IN REPLY REFER TO

Code 64.31:SSR
January 27, 1986

Prof. Ed Edrronds
College of William & Mary
Marshall-Wythe Law Library
Willi ait1Sburg , Va . 23185
Dear Ed,

I realiced last -week that you will want to
guage on the secretary-treasurer, so here we go:

the proposed changes in lan-

Article V: Officers."
Section 1. The officers shall consist of a president, vice-president-president elect, a secretary and and a treasurer ••. The secretary and treasurer
shal l each serve t~ year terms."
This change will also rrea.n a change should be make in Section 3 of the
satre2 article: "If the offices of the Secretary or Treasurer becare vacant for any
reason .•• "
I assume that we nay not need to change all the language now - just
indicate that it will be changed if the split is approved. (But I admit that
I probably should go through lx>th the constituion and by-laws and nBke a list
for you of all the changes •.. )
let rre know what you want done •••
Yours,

Sue Pe~h

UNIVERSITY Of' SOUTH CAROLINA
COLUMBIA, S . C . 29208

Coleman Karesh Law Library
U . S. C . Law Center

February 4, 1986

Professor Edmund P. Edmunds
Marshall -Wythe School of Law Library
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg, VA 23185
Dear Ed:
I have enclosed a draft of a bylaw provision setting a time
limit for payment of Southeastern Chapter dues . I have taken
the substance of the provision (i.e. a three-month grace
period, suspension upon failure to pay; reinstatement upon
payment) from Article I, Section 3 of the A.A.L.L. bylaws.
Three months seems a reasonable time to allow people to come
Keying the
running of the three-month period to the mailing of the dues
notice allows the Secretary/Treasurer a measure of flexibility in picking a mailing date. Margarette Dye, whose advice
I had before drafting this, will be placing instruction in
the Treasurer's manual on when to mail the annual dues notice.

up with the $10 needed to be a Chapter member.

Should the Constitutional amendment splitting the Secretary/
Treasurer's office be approved, we will, of course have to
modify the language of the bylaw section I have drafted.
In
particular, we will need to decide which officer does the suspending of errant members. The AALL bylaws leave that task to
the Treasurer. At this point, I am not sure what we would want
to do.
Let me have your comments on this.
With best regards,
Sincerely,

~J\M~
Bruce S. Johnson
Law Librarian
Associate Professor of Law
cc:

Susan S. Roach; Margarette M. Dye
The University of South Carolina: USC Aiken; USC Salkehatchie, Allendale; USC Beaufort; USC Columbia; Coastal
Carolina College, Conway; USC Lancaster; USC Spartanburg; USC Sumter; USC Union; and the Military Campus.

SOUTHEASTERN CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
OF LAW LIBRARIES BYLAWS

ARTICLE I. Section 2 (b) (3)

(DRAFT).

All dues, individual, associate, and institutional, shall be
paid no later than three months after the date on which the
dues notice was mailed. The Secretary/Treasurer shall suspend
the membership of any person whose dues are not paid within
the time allotted. A suspended membership shall be restored
upon full payment of the dues owed for the current year.

ARTICLE I. Section 2 (b) (4).
(b) (3).

Sarne language as existing sec. 2

.
....
.•

uke lftntu.ersttu
DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

2770(1

TELEPHONE 19191 t1a,-2a.c?

SCHOOL OF LAW LIBRARY
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

February 20, 1986

MEMORANDUM
TO:

SEALL ¥;~ tlve ~oard

FROM:

DickDa~ \)..,\J

RE:

Fol lowup on Confe rence of F ebruary 13
To let you know what's happened since we spoke:

I)

The local ar rangements form for t he Chapte r's Washington breakfast was returned
to AALL (copy to Margarette).

2)

I have prepared a brief art icle and fo rm for reserving a place at breakfast for
pub lication in the Southeastern Law Librarian (to be returned to Margare tte by
June I).

3)

I have spoken to E d Ed monds who expects to be sending you today or tomorrow
copies of proposed c onstitutional and by laws changes and a brief explanation of the
proposals. When the y are rece ived, I will set up another c onference call (with Ed
included) so tha t we c an discuss the proposals.
Assuming 1hat they are approved by us, they should be mailed out with ballots as
soon as possible thereafter with a closing date of May I for the balloting.
If there is time to do so without delaying publication of the next issue, we will also
pub lish the proposals in t he Southeastern Law Librarian.

I will be in touch soon regarding the conference call.

DD:sr
Ed Edmonds

lukt lltniucrsity
DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA
27706

SCHOOL OF LAW LIBRARY
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

TELEPHONE 1111111 1184 · 2847

August 27, I 985

Mr. Edmund P. Edmonds
Marshall-Wythe School of Law Library
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg, VA 23185
Dear Ed:
Enclosed for your use are:
I) a copy of the current Southeastern Chapter's Constitution and Bylaws as
amended through June 1984;
2) the Model Chapter Bylaws sent me by Headquarters.
Thank you for your call. Good luck.

sr; ;~
Richard A. Danner
Director of the Library
and Associate Professor of Legal Research
RAD:sr
Enclosures

AMERJCAN ASSOOA TION OF LAW LIBRARIES
53 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604
(312) 939-4764

February 7, 1984

TO:

Chapter Presidents
American Association of Law Libraries

SUBJECT:

MODEL CHAPTER BYLAWS

At the request of the Chair of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee,
Ms. Vivian L. Campbell, we are sending you a copy of the "Model Chapter Bylaws,"
approved by our Executive Board during its January, 1984 meeting.
Developed by the Constitution and Bylaws Committee during the last two years,
this Model can be used effectively in several ways:
1)
2)
3)
4)

As a source of language for new Chapters in developing their documents
As a guide to existing Chapters when considering amendments
As a means to lessen the chances of conflict with the Association's
Constitution and Bylaws when developing new documents or considering
amendments
As an impetus to the Chapters to re-examine their governing documents
to be certain they are up-to-date in light of changes made in recent
years in the Association's Constitution and Bylaws

You are asked to particularly note the first page of the Model, which points out
four (4) items that need the attention of all the Chapters.
It is most important to remember that amendments to existing Chapter documents
should be referred to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee for review before
such amendments can be considered as final. The Constitution and Bylaws CoIIDllittee
reports to the Executive Board at each of its meetings, and if your Chapter anticipates new amendments, or has made amendments during 1983-84, please submit these
to the Chair of the Committee. The Executive Board will meet again on June 30, 1984
and Chapter amendments should reach the Connnittee Chair well in advance of that date.
If you have any questions on the enclosed Model, please feel free to contact the
Chair of the Constitution and Bylaws Connnittee: Ms. Vivian L. Campbell, Georgetown
University, 600 New Jersey Avenue, N.W. Washington, D. C. 20001 (202) 624-8261.

WHJ:lp

cc:

The
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.

Executive Board
Donald Ziegenfuss, Coordinator, Council of Chapter Presidents
Vivian L. Campbell, Chair, Constitution and Bylaws Committee
Nicholas Triffin, Vice-Chair, Constitution and Bylaws Committee

•.
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MODEL CHAPTER BYLAWS
AALL COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION ANO BYLAWS

No Chapter shall adopt a constitution or bylaws inconsistent with the Constitution and bylaws of the Association,
or engage in any activity in conflict with the object of the
Association.
The Constitution and bylaws of each chapter, whenever
adopted or amended shall be submitted to the Association
Committee on Constitution and bylaws for review.
AALL Bylaws, Art i cle VI II, §(a)

These M odel Ch apter Bylaws are intended to be a guide for new chapters
drafting a governing document or existing chapters amending an existing document
as well as for the AALL Committee on Constitution and Bylaws when reviewing
chapter documents under the foregoing provis i on of the AALL Bylaws.
The following guidelines should be followed with rega rd to content of certain
provisions:

I. Chapter membership provisions should not be more restrictive than AALL
membership provisions.
2. .A ALL membership for chapter presidents should be requ i red in the chapte _
r
document.
3. An anti-discrimination provision should be included covering the same cate.gories as the AALL Bylaws.
4. Tr ansm ission of amendments of chapter documents to the AALL Committee
on Constitution and Bylaws for review.
This list is not in tended to imply t ha t there are no other ar eas of potential conflict.
It is intended to give spec i fic guidance in the areas in wh i ch conflict most frequently
occurs.
In general, except for· the provIsIon requIrIn g AALL membership for chapter
presidents, provisions in chapter documents which are less restri~tive than the AALL
prov isions an d which are not in conflic t wi t h the AALL ob1ect will not be incons i stent.
F or example, provided that a chapter's anti-discrimination c lause includes all the
categories covered by the AALL Bylaws, Article IX, additional categories could be
included without being in conflict.
In all cases throughout the model document , language used is recommended
rather than required. However , in order to lessen the chance of conflict with t he
AALL Constitution and bylaws, the chapter constitutions and/or bylaws should be
as similar in term ino logy to the AALL documents as is feasible.
In other cases,
use of languag e included in the model could help avoid conflict. The sources for
language used in the Model Chapter Bylaws include the AALL Bylaws, various ex i sting
chapter documents and Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised.

..

The 1981 edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised, §SS, states a
preferrance for a single document. This document is usually catted the "bylaws",
although "constitution" or "constitution and bylaws" may also be used. In accordance with Robert's, this model has been drawn es a single document entitled
"bylaws". This does not mean that a single document is required. It simply
reflects the current preferred practice. The same is true of the use of "twothirds" as the vote required for amendment. Likewise , a chapter may choose to
use any of a number of words to describe the organization. For the sake of
simplicity, "association" has been used throughout the model document. Individual
chapters should substitute "society" or any other word that is appropriate.
Sim ilarly,
"executive board" has been used to designate the administrative body.
Because of he variation in practice from chapter to chapter, alternative
provisions are often supplied. However, the model is meant to be a guideline
rather than an exhaustive statement of permissible language. In addition to sample
language for use in a chapter's documents, the Committee has provided comments
for many sections. These appear in bold type just before the Article or Section
to which they apply. Th y are inten ded to faci li tate use of this model. Any
questions about the comments or the text of the model, as well as any sugg st ions
for improvement should be addressed to the Committee, end are welcomed.
It is strongly recommended that a chapter look to the most recent edition
of Robert's, or some other suitable authority in reviewing, revising, or writing
anew it 1s fundamental documents. Much valuable information can be found In
such a book regarding the purpose and drafting of bylaws, the relation between
these documents and other rul es of procedure; and, In general, the internal workings
of organizations. It is also st r ongly urged that chapters adopt, and incorporate by
reference, a parliamentary authority. This will have the dual effect of (I) allowing
the chapter to turn to a generally accepted authority on associat ions for the resolution of disputes or questions; and (2) permit ing the chapter's fundamental document
to be considerably less detailed without sacrificing substance and hence, shorter than
it otherwise would be.

'
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ARTICLE I.

Name.

The name of this Associat io n sh a ll be

(fu ll name)

- --------

, a c hapter of the Amer i can

A ssociation of Law Libra r ie s.

ARTICLE I I.

Objec t.

The Associatio n is estab l i shed for educatio na l and scie n ti f ic purposes .

It shall be

c onducted as a nonprofit corporat i on to promote librariansh ip, to devel op and i ncrease
the usefulness of la w librar i es , to cultivate the science of l aw librari ans h ip and to
foster a spirit of cooperation a mong the me mb ers of the pro fessi o n, part icul arly
tho se in

ART ICLE 111.

(geograp h ic a rea of the chapter)

Membership.

Membership in a chapter is govern ed specifically by Article V I II, §(c) of the AALL
Bylaws which reads, in part, "Chapters m ay ac cept members who are not members of
the Association •••• "
The membersh ip provi sion must a lso comply with A r ticle VIII, li(a)
wh ich p rohi b i t s chapter documents being inconsistent with the AALL documents. These
two provisions taken t ogether m ean that a chapter' s membership provisions may be
more Ii beral than AALL Constitution, Article 111, and Bylaws Ar ti cle I , as in Alternatives 2 ·and 3 given belo w , but may not be mo re restrictive than the AALL p r ovisions.

ART ICLE 111.

Membership.

(ALTERNATIVE I)

Incorporation of the AALL provis ions by use of this alternati ve should eliminate any
possibility of conflict, prevent the need for revision when ever AAL L amends its
requirement ; and si mp lify the language of this document.
Sect ion I.

Membershi p in th is associati on shall be open to any pe r son o r instit u-

tion eligible for m e mbershi p i n the Am·er i c an Assoc i ation of Law L i br aries .
membership conferred on such

The

person o r ins t itution shall be of the same type as

that which is or could be co nf e rre d by the AALL .
Section 2.

Privileges and re sponsibilities of the vari0'JS t ypes of m embership sha ll

be the same as in the Ameri can As socia tion of Law Librari es, except that li fe mem b e rs
of AALL shall not be automatically exempt from dues.
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Section 3.

The Ass ocia tion may e l ect to life membership any of its

m e mbers who retire from act i ve librar y work and h ave reached th e age of
yea r s of membersh ip in this associa tio n.

years, after

Secti on 4.

Dues from each class of membership shall be set by the Executive

Bo-trd an d ratified by a majority vote of those members pres ent and voting at
th e Assoc iation's

A RT IC LE 11 1.

bus i ness meeting .

Membership.

Section I.

(ALT ERNATIVE 2)

Member shi p in the Associat ion shal l be open to all persons interest ed

in l aw libraries or law lib rar ians hip .
Se ction 2.
a.

Th ere sh al l be ~wo c l asses of me mbership:

Life Membe rs .

at least

Those acti ve members who have rea ched the age of

years and who have r e t i red from ac tive professional employment

relate d t o l aw libr aries may be granted life me mbership in the Associat ion.

Pe rson s

so eligible shall be nominated by the Executive Board ari d t he ir names placed before
the members h ip of the Assoc i ation at a re g ular business meeting.

The voting member-

sh ip may then elect any or all of such perso ns to life membersh ip.
b.

A ct ive Members.

A l l others sha ll be c ome ac tive members upon pa ymen t

of due s.
Secti on 3.

Life m emb e rs sha ll p ay no dues.

Oues for ot her cla sses of membership

shall be set b y t he Executive Board and ratified b y a

vote of the members

vot i ng in a mai I ba llo t .

ARTICLE Ill.
Sect ion I.

Member ship.

(ALTERN A TI VE 3 )

An y perso n interested in la w libra r i es may be co me a m em ber of

the Association by qua lifying under t he provisions of one of t he classe s o f membe rshi p.

1

'
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There shall be five classes of membershi p :
a.

Regular members.

Any p er so n in

(geographic area)

engaged in or qua Ii f1ed for law librar y or legislat ive re f erence work may be
elected to regular membership b y the Executi ve Board up on recommendation of
the Membership Committe e and payment of dues.
b.

Associate membe r s.

Any p erso n not connecte d wi t h a l a w l ibrar y w ho through

occupation or profession is interes te d in law l i b raries ma y be e l ected to ass oci at e
membershi p by the Executive Boa rd upon recommendation of the Me m be rs hip Com m ittee and pa yment of dues.
c.

Honorary membe rs.

Upon rec ommendation of 'th e Nominating Committee ,

the Association may elect at an y election ap prop riat e non - members as honorary
members.
d.

Life members.

Any membe r who ·h as been a regular me m b er of the

Assoc iation for at least

years , but who has once retired from law library

employment may be elected to life membership at any election upon recomme nda tion of the Nominating Committee.
e.

Institut ion a l me mbers.

Any law libra r y may b ecome an i nstitut io nal

member upon recommendat io n of the Membe r ship Committee and payment of
dues.
f.

Student members.

A student m e mber shall be any individual enro ll ed in

any deg r ee program relate d to la w librari anship.
Se ction 2.

Dues for each class of membership shall be determined by t he

Executive Board subject t o approval by

of t he me mbers presen t and

voting at any regular meeting prov ide d tha t a writt en notice and an exp la na tion
of the proposed dues change shall have been mailed to the members at least
days in advance of the meeting .

..
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Section 3.

The right to hold office is rest r icted to regu l ar members.

The

holding of committee chairmanships is restricted to regular and life mem bers.
Voting is restricted to regular, life, and student members.

All members shall

receive the Association newslet ter and th e Associ ation directo ry as part of the i r
membersh i p.

ART ICLE IV.

Meet ings.

A chapter can hold as many meetings a year as it wi shes. One of those
meetings should be designated the "annual" meeting when new officers are sworn
in. It is suggested that the sa me formula ( either percentage o r absolute numbers
of members) be used for determ ining a quorum as fo r calling a special meeting.
Section I.

Regular Meetings.

the A ssociation each year.

There shall be at least

meeting(s) of

This ( These) meeting(s) shall be held on ( i n)

The _ _ _ _ _ meeting shall be the Annual meeting.
Section 2.

Special Meetings.

Special meetings of the Asso ciation may be

called by the Presiden t upon rec eiving a written pet iti on requesting such a meet ing,
endo rsed by at le ast

members in good standing

pe r centage of members

in good standing) of the Associa_tion.
Sec ti o n 3.

Quorum .

members qualified to vote shal I constitute a

quorum fo r Assoc i ation meet ings.
Section 4.

Voting.

The :lffairs of the Association shall be condu cte d by

the majority vote of mem bers vot i n g unless other w ise pr ovided in th e B ylaws.

ARTICLE V.

Officers.

This document provides fo r the tradition al four officers. A chapter is not
bound to follow this tradition however, and may add or subtract fro m th is numbe r.
A chapter may also combine offices , e.g. Se\;retary/T reasurer. Similarly, the
number of consecutive terms any one person can serve, or the lengths of those
te rms , can be var ied according to the chapter's needs. The three alternatives for
Section 2, Terms of Offi ce , sho w different app roaches to the question of number and
length of terms.

, .
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If the chapter adopts a "parliamentary authority' (ARTICLE VIII) and intends
it to govern the actions of its officers, that fact should be mentioned in the
clause governing officers' duties (see Section 3).
Section I.

The Offi cers of the Assoc ia tion are the President , Vice Pres i dent/

Presi de nt Elect , the Secretary and the Treasurer .

All officers of the Associat i on must

be membe rs in good standin g of the Association, and the President and Vice President/
Pre sident Elect
Law Libra r ies.

must be members i n good standing of t he Americ an Assoc:ation of
No officer may ho ld more than one off i ce at a time.

may be elected to the same office fo r more than
Sect i on 2 .

Te rms of Office.

consecutive terms.

(ALTERNA TI VE I)

Each office r shall be elected to serve a term of off i ce of
unti l he or she has been duly succeeded.
at the clos e of the

No officer

year(s), or

Eac h officer's term of office shall begin

meet i ng immed iat e ly fo llowing his or her election, unless

otherw ise p ro vi ded by these Bylaws.
Section 2.
a.

Te r ms of Office (ALTERNATIVE 2)

Pr esident.

The Vice President/Pres ident Elect shall become President

of the Association at th e close of the
e l ection , and shall serve a term of

mee ti ng one year following his or her
year(s) except as other wis e provided by these

B yl aws.
b.

V i ce Presiden t/ Pre sident Elect .

assume off ice at the c lose of t he
e l ection , and sh all serve a term of

The Vice President/Pres i dent E l ect shall

meeting immediately following his or her
year(s ) except as otherwise p r ovided by these

Bylaws.
c.

Secre ta ry.

The Secretary shall assume office at t h e clo se of the

meeting immediately following his o r her election, and shall serve a term of
year(s) except as oth erwis e provided by thes e By l aws.
d.

Treasurer.

The Treasurer shall assume office at the close o f the

meet ing immediately following his o r her elec t i on , an d shall ser ve a term of _ __
year( s) except as otherwise provided by t hese Bylaws .

'
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e.

In the event tha t a successor has not heen duly elected or qualified

at the end of the term of office spec i f i ed above, the incumbent shall continue
to serve unt i I du ly suc c eeded.
Sect ion 2.

Terms o f Office.

(ALTERNATIVE 3)

The V i ce President/President Elect shall become President at the close of
the

meeting one year following his or her election, and shall serve a

term of

year(s) except as otherwise provided by these Bylaws.

officers sha l l assume office at the close of the

The other

meeting immediately

following t heir election , and shall each serve a term of

year{s) except as

otherwise provided by these Bylaws.
Sect i on 3.

Duties of Officers.

The officers shall perform those duties assigned

to them by these Bylaws, the Executive Board and the parlia.mentary authority
adopted by the Association.

A~ T ICLE VI.

Executive Board.

The chapter is free to establish the membership of the Executive Board, and
set terms of office, as it sees fit. The model document provides for the traditional
form of an Executive Board: officers of the chapter, immediate past President, and
Members-at-Large.
Section 3 spells out the duties of the Executive Board, while making it ultimately subject to the Association. Section 4, on the other hand, specifies the
powers that the Board has.

Section 7 calls for the publication of major resolutions and policy decisions of
the Board and Association. A chapter may, if it wishes, provide for some other
means of disseminating to its members information about these actions.
Sect ion I.

Members.

The Executive

Board shall be composed of the officers

of the Association, the immediate past President and
Sect ion 2.
a.

at - large members.

Terms of Office.

Officers.

Executive Soard members who are Association officers

shall serv e a term on the Execut ive Board corresponding to their term of off i ce.

,

..
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b.

Immediate Past President.

The immediate past President sha ll serve

a te rm of one year on- the Executive Board .
c.

At-Large Members.

office at the close of the

meeting immediate ly follow i ng t h e i r election

and sh al I serve a term of
d.

At-I arge Executive Boa r d members shall assume

year(s).

In the event that a successor has not been elected or qualified at

the end of the term of off i ce specified above , the incumbent shall continue to
serve unt i I properly succeeded.

Section 3.

Dut ies.

The Executive Board shall have general supervision

of the affairs of the Association between its business meetings, fix the time and
place o f business meetings, make recommendations to the Assoc ia tion and perform
other duties as spec i f i ed by these B yl aws or the parliamentary author ity.

The Board

shall be subject to the orders of the Association and none of its ac ts shall conf li ct
w i th act i on taken by the Assoc i ation.
Section 4.

Powers .

The Execu tiv e Board shall have sole power , on beha l f of

the A ssoci ation , or any of i ts committees or sub-units, to incur ind eb t edness, solicit
fund i ng ,

make public statements, issue public writings and establish and maintain

relat io ns with other organ i zations.
Sect i on 5.

Quorum· and Vo ting.

cons titu te a quorum.

Resolut i ons of the Execut ive Board shall be supported by the

vote of at least
Sect ion 6.

members of the Executive Board shall

of its members.
Meetings.

Meetings of the Executive Board shall be called, and the

time and place for them set, at the discretion of the President.
sh a ll be at l east

However, there

meetings of the Executive Board called and convened

between the annual meeti ng of the A sso c i ation.

.
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Section 7.

Publication of Resolutions.

The text of these Bylaws, and all

major resolutions and policy decisions of the Association shall be. published in

Committees.

ARTICLE VII.

This article should provide specifically for the establishMent of such standing
committees as are known to be required. In addition, provision should be made
for establishment of other standing committees or special committees as might be
necessary to carry on the work of the organization. This is an article which can
vary greatly from chapter to chapter as it is directly related to the needs and
activities of the particular organization.
ARTICLE VII.

Committees.

Section I.

There shall be such committees and other organizations as the

Executive Board shall create or shall be created by a

----

vote of those

present and voting at any business meeting of the Association.
Section 2.

Committees shall be of two classes:

standing committees and special

committees.
a.

Standing committees shall be as follows : (Bylaws Committee, Continuing

Education Committee, Membership Committee, Newsletter Committee, Nominating
Commi t tee, Placement Committee , Program Committee , Publicity Committee, Publications Committee, etc.)
b.

Special committees shall be appointed by the Executive Board for a

stated period to accompl ish a specific purpose.

At the end of that period' the continua-

tion of each special committee shall be decided upon by the Executive Board.
c.

Members of standing committee shall be appointed by the President

for a term of
Section 3.

year(s) , except as ott1erwise provided in these Bylaws.
Each committee shall submit to the Executive Board a written

annua l re port of its activities which shall c ontain any recommendations considered
necessary or advisable.

Addit i onal reports may be submitted at the option of a

committ ee or as requested by the E xecu t ive Board or President.
the reports shall be pub lish ed in the

Summaries of

.

.·

..
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Section 4.

No committee shall i ncur expenses on behalf of the Association

exce p t as au thor i ze d b y the Execut ive Board , r-10r shall

any committee commit the

Assoc i a tio n by an y declaration of po l i cy.
Sect i on 5.

The President shall be ex-officio member of all committees

except the Nominat i ng Committee.

ART ICLE V I II.

Parl i amenta r y Authorit y.

All chapters are urged to adopt a parliamentary authority. Not only is this
essential for the orderly conduct of business meetings, but the rules contained in such
an authority supplement the Bylaws, allowing for a much simpler document than would
otherwise be necessary for the operations of the organization.
Although Robert's is perhaps the best known, and that adopted by AALL,
there are other sources and each chapter is free to choose whichever it feels is
best suited. This article establishes the parliamentary authority and incorporates
it into the Bylaws.
The ru l es contained in the current edition of
sha ll go ve rn t he Associ ati on in all cases to which they are applicable and in which
the y a r e not i nconsisten t w i th these by l aws and any special rules of order the Associat i on ma y ad opt .

ART IC LE IX .

Nominat ion s and Elections.

There ar e many ways for a chapter to constitute a nominating committee, and
to divide the duties of mailing and counting ballots. The model bylaws are meant
to show some of these alternatives. There are several questions which a chapter
ought to bear in mind when drafting this part of its bylaws: appointment of
nominating committee - Pr esident or Executive Board? {See Section I, subsection a,
ALTERNATIVE 2); should current officers or memli'er of the Executive Board be
allowed to serve on the nominating committee?; representation of different : _types
of libraries on the nominating committee {See Section I, subsection a, ALTERNATIVE 2);
receipt and counting of ballots ·- nominating committee, President, or Secretary?
(See Section I, subsection e); should nominating committee nominate more than one
candidate for a position?
Section I, subsection (c) provides far

nomination by petition.

Provision should be made for filling vacant offices. It may be that the chapter
will \'8nt to f i ll some vacant positions by appointment, rather than by special election
(See Section 2, subsection c, ALTERNATIVE 2 and Section 2, subsection d}.

..
p. 10
12/83
Section I. General Elections.
a.

Nominating Committee.

(ALTERNATIVE I)

The Executive Board

lPresident) shall appoint a Nominating Committee, consisting of

----

members

of the Association.

a.

Nominating Committee.

(ALTERNATIVE 2)

The Executive Board

(President) shall appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of
the Association.

----

members of

The membership of the Nominating Committee sh al I represent at

least (three) types of law libraries.
b.

Nominations by the Nominating Committee.

prior to the

shall submit nominees to the President at least
c.

Nominations by Petition.

The Nominating Committee

----

meeting.

Additional nominations may be made by any

member in good standing of the Association by communicating such nomination to the
President in writing, endorsed by the signature of at. least _

percent

members) of the Association's members in good standing, at least
to the

days prior

meeting.
d.

Mailing of Ballots.

Ballots including the names of all persons nominated

by the Nominating Committee or by petition shall be mailed to the membership of
the Association at least

e.

days prior to the

----

Rece ipt and Counting of Bal lots.

meeting .

Election ballots sh al I be received

by the Nominating Committee (Secretary) (President) within
meeting.

The Nominating Committee (Secretary) (President) shall then

tabulate the results of the election anc report
Section 2.
a.

days of the

these results to the Association_

Vacancies and Special Elections.

President.

In the event that a vacancy occurs in the office of the

President, the Vice Pres ident/President Elect sh al I automatically assume the office
of the President for the remainder of the term plus one year.

..

•.

-

.
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b.

Vice President/President Elect.

In the event that a vacancy occurs

in the office of the Vice Prl!sident/President Elect, a special election wi II be
held to elect a new Vice President/President Elect to fi II the vacancy for the
rema i nder of the term.

The Vice President / President Elect thus elected sh al I

duly succeed to t he off i ce of the Pres i dent.
c.

Secretar y and Treasurer.

(ALTERNATIVE I}

In the event that

a vacancy occurs in the office of the Secretary or in the office of the Treasurer ,

a specia l election will be held to elect a new Secretary or Treasurer to fill the
va c ancy for the rema i nder of the te r m.
c.

Secretar y and Treasurer.

(ALTERNATIVE 2)

In the event that a

vacancy occurs i n the o f fice of the Secretary or the office of the Treasurer, the
Execu ti ve Board shall appoint a member to f i l l tha t office for t he remainder of
the term.
d.

Executi ve Board Membe r s-At-Large .

In the event that a vacancy

occurs i n an a t - large membersh i p of the Execut i ve Board , a replacement shall
be appointed by the Pres i dent ( Executive Board) for the remainder of the term.
e.

Special Elect i ons.

Spec i al e l ections shall be held within

da ys of a vacancy occu r ing, an d shal I observe the procedures established for general
elect ions.
Section 3.

Vo ti n g.

Ge neral and special elections shall be decided by the

majority vote of the member s vot i ng.

•
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ARTICLE X.

Amendment of Bylaws.

Amending procedures can vary greatly, but governing clauses typically specify
notice, the number of votes necessary for adoption (Robert's prefers two-thirds),
and procedure for offering and acting upon proposed amendments.
ARTICLE X.

Amendment of Bylaws.

Section I.

(ALTERNATIVE I) '

These bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting of the

Association by a two-thirds vote, provided that the amendment has been submitted
in writ ing at the previous meeting.
Sect i on 2.

Amendments to these bylaws shall be submitted to the Amer i can

Associat i on of Law Libraries Committee on Constitut ion and Bylaws by the President
(Secretary) upon adoption by the membership of the Association.

ARTICLE X.

Amendment of Bylaws.

Section I.

(ALTERNATIVE 2)

Amendments to the Bylaws must be proposed by the Executive Board

or by petition signed by no fewer than.

members of the Association.

proposed amendments must be filed with the Secretary

Such

days before a r egular! y

scheduled business meeting and a notice setting forth the wording of the proposed
amendment shall be sent by the Secretary to all members not later th an
days pr ior to such meeting.
Section 2.

If two-thirds of the members present and voting at such meeting

are in fa vor of the amendment proposed, as it may be amended, consistent w i th
the purpose of the original proposal, ; t shal I stand adopted.
Section 2.

(AL TEA NATIVE 3)

Bal lots sh al I be m a il ed by the Secretar y to

the members immediately following the meeting at wh i ch the amendments were
discussed.

The Executive Board shall specify the time for closing the balloting ,

but in no case shal I it be less than

---

da ys after th e ma iling of the bal lots.

A vote of two - thirds of the active mem bersh ip sh al I be required for any amendment

of the Bylaws .

..

'

"' .
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Section 2.

(ALTERNATIVE 4)

If approved by a ma j or i ty of the members

p rese nt and voting at the meeting, the amendment shall be subm i tted to the
entire membership for fi nal decis ion by ma i l ba ll ot.
These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the r e turned mai I
ballots sent to the entire membership provided that at least

percent shall

have voted.

Se ct io n 3.

Amen dm ents to these Bylaws shall be submitted to the American

Asso c iati on of Law Libraries Committee on Const i tution and Bylaws by the President
(Se cr etary) upon adoption by the mem bershi p of the Association.

ART ICLE XI.

Antid i scr i mi nati on.

The cat egories named here are those in the AALL By laws, Article IX, and
must be included in the Bylaws of any chapter. Additional categories may be
added by any chapter which so desi r es.
Neithe r membersh ip, no r . full participation in the ac tivities of this Ass-oc i atior. ,
shall be denied to any- person on account of race , color, reli g i on , sex , national
orig in, or d isability.

ARTICLE XII .

Special Interest Sec tio ns.

Since only one of the ex isting chapter documents available to the Comm i ttee
has provision for Special Inter est Sections, and that document adhe rs very closely
to AALL Bylaws ARTICLE VII, specific language is not given here. Chapters are
referred to the AALL provision for a model in drafting. The most important points
to cover in such a provision are fiscal matters and subordination to the Association
(See also Article VII Committees).

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SEALL CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.

Any person or institution residing in the
Southeastern region interested in law libraries
may become a member of the Chapter by complying
with the provisions of the bylaws.

Section 2.

Any person, company or institution with an
interest in supporting the activities of the
Chapter located or residing outside of the
Southeastern region may become an associate
member by complying with the provisions of the
bylaws.

Section 3.

The Southeastern region includes Puerto Rico and
the following states: Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West
Virginia and such other states as may be added.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SEALL BYLAWS
To amend ARTICLE I, Section 1 (c)
c.

Associate Members
Persons, companies and institutions not connected
with law libraries, residing in or outside of
the Southeastern region, or connected with law
libraries but residing outside of the region may
be elected to associate membership by the Executive
Committee and shall pay annual dues.

~mrlfr.eust.em ©frupt.er
c_Am.erirnn J\ssociafion ®f 1,fiufu 'lfiihruri.es
Marshall-Wythe Law Library
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg, Virginia

23185

May 16, 1984

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
In accord with Section 1, Article IV of the Bylaws of
the Southeastern Chapter of the American Association of Law
Libraries, proposed amendments to the constitution or bylaws
shall be sent to all members through the mail at least thirty
days prior to the balloting. In accord with Section 2, Article
IV, voting shall take place at the San Diego meeting and twothirds of all members present must vote in the affirmative in
order for the amendment to be adopted.
The proposed amendment to the Constitution is to Article
III regarding membership. The purpose of this amendment is to
recognize the existence of associate member status for anyone
living outside of the Chapter's regional boundaries. This will
allow for individuals who desire to receive our newsletter the
opportunity to join for that purpose. Such is not the case with
the current constitution.
The proposed change to the bylaws involves an amendment to
Article 1, Section 1 (c) allowing for associate member status
for anyone residing outside of the region who wishes to join
anyone inside the region who is not connected with a law library.
The Executive Board wishes to express its appreciation to
William Grady and Steve Thorpe who served on the Constitution
and Bylaws Committee for 1983~1984.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SEALL CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.

Any person or institution residing in the Southeastern
region interested in law libraries may become a
member of the Chapter by complying with the provisions
of the bylaws .

Section 2.

Any person, company or institution with an interest in
supporting the activities of the Chapter located or
residing outside of the Southeastern region may become
an associate member by complying with the provisions
of the bylaws.

Section 3 .

The Southeastern region includes Puerto Rico and the
following states: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia and such other
states as may be added.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SEALL BYLAWS
To amend ARTICLE I, Section 1 (c)

c.

Associate Members

Persons, companies and institutions not connected with
law libraries, residing in or outside of the Southe astern
region, or connected with law libraries but residing
outside of the region may be elected to associate
membership by the Executive Committee and shall pay
annual dues .

University of Richmond , Virginia 23173

ti
School of Law
Library

March6, 1984

Mr. Edmund Edmonds
Library Director
Marshall-Wythe Law Library
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg, Virginia 231B5
Dear Ed,
Enclosed please find our Committee's proposed amendments to the
SEALL Constitution and Bylaws on the issue of "associate members."
We think that this will take care of the problems you have brought to
our attention about these members from outside the region.
Both Steve Thorpe and I agree that the mail ballot question
needs to be addressed. We are working on a proposal on that issue
to submit to the Executive Committee in the near future.
I have a feeling this amendment is too late to be voted on at
the Nashville meeting. However, pursuant to the Bylaws, Article IV,
Section 1, we are submitting the proposed amendment to you as
Secretary/Treasurer "at least 30 days before a Chapter meeting."
It would be constitutional to hold a mail ballot, although because of
the lack of a bylaw, it is ambiguous how to conduct one from certain
standpoints.

William Grady,Chair
SEALL Constitution and
Bylaws Committee

Encl.

copy: Steven Thorpe

·unlver;ity of R~hm~nd , Virginia 23173

April 26, 1984
School of Law
Library

Mr. Edmund Edmonds
Library Director
Marshall-Wythe Law Library
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185
Dear Ed,
While Steve Thorpe and I were closely reading the SEALL
Constitution and Bylaws in preparation for proposing the
membership changes, we came across certain other troublesome
language.
As we understand our role as the Constitution and
By laws Committee, it is our responsibility not just to address
the question at hand, but to review the Constitution as a whole
and point out any problems we identify.
Accordingly, enclosed
you will find three proposed amendments that we wish to submit
for consideration by the Executive Board.
We have identified three areas of concern.
The first two
relate to powers granted by the Constitution but not backed up
by the Bylaws.
The third is a proposal for a simple change in
language in Article V of the Constitution.
Following is an
explanation of our proposals; the proposed text is attached as
an appendix to this letter.
Mail Ballots on Amendments and Bylaws Changes
Articles IX and X of the SEALL Constitution, when re~erring
to amendments to the Constitution or Bylaws, both contain the
following language:
" ••• voting in a ballot conducted by mail in the
manner provided in the bylaws, or at a meeting .•• ".
However, the corresponding article of the Bylaws, Article IV, is
silent on the manner of conducting a mail ballot.
It only addresses
voting at meetings, though it does provide for notice to be sent
by mail.
Mail ballots are very convenient for the conduct of business
in such a far-flung organization as SEALL.
Voting for officers
is done by mail.
As the Constitution permits mail ballots for
constitutional amendments and bylaw changes, we suggest that the
bylaws be changed to permit such.
There is no need to enumerate
cumbersome mail ballot procedures.
The Executive Board should
have discretion to establish the specific procedures.
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Accordingly, we propose that Bylaws Article IV be amended
by adding to it new sections 2 and 3 and renumbering old section
3 to new section 4.
Special Elections
Article V of the Constitution authorizes special elections
in the event that an office becomes vacant during that officer's
term.
We feel that there should be a bylaw that specifically
speaks to these special elections to take care of any ambiguities
that might arise concerning the conduct of a special election.
Accordingly, we propose that Article III of the Bylaws be
amended by adding to it a new section 3 to address special elections.
Language Changes in Constitution
Constitutions are normally written in emphatic, forceful
language.
The provisions are meant to compel the organization to
operate in accord with the provisions.
Weak language has no
part in a constitution because it does not impart a mandatory
nature to the provisions.
In the Constitution, Article V certain weak language has crept
into the provisions about special elections. Its presence weakens
the intent of the provisions and might lead to ambiguities in
case a special election was needed.
The text reads like the
explanation of a constitutional provision, rather than like a
constitutional provision.
We suggest that the words "would" which is used three times
and "could" which is used once in Article V be replaced by "shall".
These two words are weak and have no place in this provision.
Although this appears to be a mere cosmetic change, it makes our
constitution read forcefully and makes it more "constitutional"
in appearance.
I should also point out that Article Vis the
only place in the Constitution or Bylaws where such weak language
is present.
We are proposing these amendments to you for consideration
by the Executive Board.
I have no idea if they can be acted on
in the near future or even during this Board's term.
Both Steve
Thorpe and I feel that we should get these problems on the record.
We urge you to consider them and propose them for ballot by the
membership.

~~A~

William Grady, Cliair
SEALL Constitution and
Bylaws Committee

encl.
Copy:

Steve Thorpe

Appendix: Text of Proposed Amendments to SEALL Constitution and
Bylaws
1. Mail Ballots on Amendments and Bylaws Changes
Article IV of the Bylaws is proposed to read:

Article IV. Amendments and Bylaws:
Section 1.
Any proposed amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws shall
be filed with the secretary/treasurer at least 30 days before
a Chapter meeting, and notice shall be sent to all members
through the mail at least 30 days prior to balloting.
Section 2.
The Executive Committee shall specify the procedures for holding
a mail ballot and shall specify the time for closing the
balloting, but in no case shall it be less than 30 days after
the mailing of the ballots.
Section 3.
If two-thirds of the members voting by ballot through the mail
or two-thirds of the members present and voting at the Chapter
meeting be in favor of such an amendment,

it shall stand

adopted.
Section 4.
Meetings of the Chapter and Executive Committee shall be conducted
in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order except as otherwise
specified by the Chapter Constitution or Bylaws.

2.

Special Elections
Article III is proposed to be amended by adding Section 3:

Section 3: Special Elections
Elections of officers in a special election shall follow
the same procedure as stated in sections 1 and 2 of this
article except the method of balloting may be by mail or
at the next Chapter meeting, at the discretion of the
Executive Committee.

3. Language Changes in Constitution, Article V, Sec. 2 through 4
Proposal to delete we ak language:

Section 2.

In the event that the president resigns prior to the
.
_completion of a regular tenn. or is othery,ise unable to perfonn the duties
of the office in the judgment of the Executive Conmittee, the vice-president president elect shall automatically assume the presidency and shall serve
therein until his original presidential tenn would have expired. or for no
more than two years. whichever is shorter.

shall

A special election waooxi be held

****

to fill the office of vice president - president elect upon the assumption
of the office of president by the vice-president - president elect.
Section 3.

In the event that the office of vice-president - president

elect should become vacant for any other reason than specified in Section 2
shall

above. a special election w«~bd be held to fill that office for the remainder
of the unexpired tenn.

****

If the office of secretary/treasurer becomes vacant
shall

for any reason. a special election--wow4d be held to fill that office for the

****

reinai nder of the unexpired tenn.
Section 4.

shall

These special elections ~m~"ki be held by mail or at the

next Chapter meeting. at the discretion of the Executive Committee.
Section 5.

No officer shall hold more than one office in this Chapter

at one time, nor shall the president hold office for more than two consecutive
terms.
Section 6.

Tenns of office.

All_ officers shall be installed at the

conclusion of the chapter meeting fol lowing their election or appointment and
/

serve until their successors are ele~ted or appointed, and qualified.
ARTICLE VI:

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

·The officers shali together act as the Executive Committee and as such
direct the activities of the Chapter subject to the provisions of this Constitution and the bylaws a~d in accordance with :the policies agreed upon by the
members.

The intnediate past president shall serve on the Executi-ve Committee.

****

